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From Newpark to Masmhumelele

On the 6th of June 2008, 19 highly excited New-
park students accompanied by two slightly E

worried but very willing teachers, left Dublin :

airport on the start of our 20 hour, 10,000 km :
It had :
taken us over 8 months of fundraising to raise
the €40,000 we needed to get us all there and :
back, but thanks to you (and most of the popu- :
lation of the greater South Dublin area), we :
succeeded. So you can imagine what it felt like :
to be finally in the airport about to leave on this :
epic journey which had taken so much time and :
effort to plan and fund. Let's just say it was :
: 2008 or ANYTHING else and even as we played
: a nice game of travel Scrabble or Risk, we formed
: lifelong friendships. Even when Mr. Norton took
: hoooouuuurs trying to explain the rules of Risk (a
: game he doesn't understand). We all learned a lot
: about team-work and co-operation, not to men-
: tion painting and poly-filling! We learned about
: people: whether they be Irish or South African or
: any nationality,
: loud or quiet, friendly or grumpy or any other
: variation on normality—we learned a lot. And
: that knowledge will stand to us wherever we go
: and whatever we do.

There were tears, laughter and frustra- :
tions aplenty over the two weeks as we endeav- :
oured to turn a dilapidated, under-funded pre- :
school into an environment of learning to be :
proud of. To have personally experienced the :
difference between life in middle-class Ireland :
and the townships of Cape Town, is something :
that | will never be able to forget. The bless- :
ings that we Irish take for granted every day :
are luxuries that some South Africans couldn't :
: for four people worth over €1000. We will give
felt a :

pride
satisfaction :
at having hope- :
improved :
the quality of life :
for some African :

journey to Cape Town, South Africa.

emotional. And the emotions didn't stop there.

even dream of,
We all

sense of
and

A fully

children.

However, not only did we help them but
we helped ourselves as well. As a team we all
bonded fantastically well, students and teachers
o alike. As we
. watched  South
= African  pen-
., guins up close in
{their  natural
environment,
had our nightly
.. argument about
whether  to
watch  Euro

white or black or any colour,

Thank you so much to everyone who con-
tributed to our cause, we appreciate it enor-
mously. But in one last-ditch effort to continue to
support our pre-school and an awfully rundown
creche we discovered in Masiphumelele (the
township we were working in), we invite you to
bid for a fantastic holiday that has been gener-
ously donated to us by the Mandela Rhodes
Plaza, a hotel in the heart of Cape Town. They
are offering a week’s stay in a luxury apartment

the prize to the highest bidder (please note that it
is accommodation only, flights are not included).
For more information please contact Ms Devis.
Again, thank you all so much for your
support and for having given us the opportunity
to experience what we did, it was a journey that
none of us will ever forget.
Abteon O ’/feefe /6té %aﬁ/
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A Sporting Life

Girls’ Hockey

All teams have made a strong start tqrthr;e giervsvtsszs;)rr; ! cated group swimming every morning.
: : : hoodies are on their way. Newpark team swimming
have arrived as a very energetic and talented group. : t ilable f Ms Devi
The girls had a tough start to their Newpark hockey : 0gs are avaifaple from s Devis.
careers with their first match against a Mount Anville mathon takes place on Tuesday 21st October.
second vear team but the gla ed superbly. never & SPONsor swimmers in aid of the Masiphumelele creche.

yeal y play peroly. . : Swimming training times are as follows:
stopped trying and came away with a goal! Their sec- :

ond outing as a team was in a mini-tournament in St. :

with great wins under their belts.

Raphaela's with one convincing win and one narrow
defeat.

The Second Year girls have made a great start :
to their second season in the Newpark colours. The :
girls had a fantastic win in their first League match :

in their friendly matches.

they finally defeated old rivals Cluny on the home as-

their first League match on Wednesday 15t October.

Vieky Meredith P Ms Steele, Ms Rowan, Ms Cloney, Mr Twamley, Matt

: Kingsley and Liz Matthews. Thanks also to our Tran-

The season has kicked off to a busy start with head : qjjon Year students who are coaching as part of their

coach Peter Murphy organising lots of pre-season fix- : Community Action: Paul Murphy, Conor Cody, Ally

tures. The Astro has been bustling with activity on all : Courlander-Whelan, Sophie Brady, Jasper Ampeloguio,

training days with good attendance from every team, : Aoy Doyle and Michael Nardonne.

especially the First Years who have had over 20 players & o< 4150 stayed on to continue coaching. Good luck to

at many sessions and are a very talented bunch. Witha = .||
battling 1-0 win over King's Hospital and an unlucky 1- :
0 loss against St. Andrew’s A’s they have set them- :
selves a high standard which augurs well for the future. :

The Second Years are lively lads with loads of :
energy and have shown the potential to be a great :
team, especially with their encouraging performance :
against Wesley. The Juniors are training hard and after :

a heavy defeat against St Andrew’s showed great char- the exciting opportunity to take part in the Concern Stop

acter to come from 2-0 down to win 4-2 against Wesley Child Labour Campaigning Academy. The purpose of the

last Friday. The Seniors will be looking to retain their ; Programme is to equip students with the tools, skills

‘B’ League title this year. They already have two wins and knowledge to deliver their own campaigning activi-

under their belts after an emphatic victory over Kil- : ties and events, developing their skills in media, event
: management and lobbying. Transition Year students
are also taking part in the Natiwonal Forum on Europe
i Schools” Public Speaking Competition, the overall theme
: this year will be ‘eYou=Your vision for the Future of
: Europe’.
: part in the competitive Denny Debates, which always
: have a range of exciting motions. There are many com-
: petitions and workshops run during the year for all
: ages, so interested students please contact Ms Mullock.

Boys’ hockey

kenny and deservedly overcoming Wesley.
Well done to all and keep up the hard work!!

Rug[)y ',

All our rugby teams have made a positive start to the
season. Congratulations to Oltian Dervishi (6th Year)
and Zac Jungmann (4th Year) who played for the Lein-

ster A Schools team in the Inter-Provincial Champion-
2

SWinWn'ng \f

Training is going very well so far this year with a dedi-
Swim-team

The annual swi-
Please

Monday-Friday 8am-8.30am
Wednesday 1.15-2.15pm.

BﬂSk@tba[ [ &

+ Newpark Basketball is up and running again this year.

against High School and wrapped up a great week with & \y/e [ook forward to matches beginning very shortly as

another win against St. Raphaela’s. The Juniors have : |\ compete in the South Dublin School's League and

also shown super commitment and great performances @ (o gaskethall Ireland League. Training schedule is as

Unfortunately they had a & t110ws:

very tough outing against Loreto Foxrock in their first @ | i year Boys: Monday lunch and Friday 4 - 4.30

League match. The Seniors are showing great commit- 2 | & v Girls: Thursday lunchtimes

ment to training and matches and have started well; § , v, Monday 4-5pm
: U16 & U19 Girls: Tuesday 4 - 5pm

troturf after five attempts on Cluny's grit pitch during : U16 & U19 Boys: Weds. 1.30 - 2.30 & Thurs. 4 -5pm

their Newpark careers. They face St. Mary's Naas in :

A huge thank you to coaches Noel Mc Kenna,

Kirsty O'Sullivan

the ahead!

Charsis Fowar

involved in season

Debating and Public Speaking

This year a number of Transition Year students have

Senior students have the opportunity to take

Lwwa Mullock

see our newsletter at www.newparkschoolie



Newpark Amnesty Group

Group.

(Joint Chairperson and Treasurer),
(Secretary) and Cale Perrin (Joint Chairperson).

dren on the Burma/Thai border with a view to twin-

friendships in the years ahead.

ter.

see our newsletter at www.newparkschool.ie

term, two human rights activists from opposite sides of
: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, each with their own

. : amazing stories.
Welcome back and best wishes for the year ahead to all :

members - old and new - of the Newpark Amnesty : dents, Culann Walsh, 5t year, who came third out of

It is great to see the group growing in : 00 entrants in Concern's national essay competition on

strength and now being led by the students themselves, : the theme of ‘Hunger in Today's World'. As part of his

amongst others (in alphabetical order) Colm Nolan : prize Culann will meet former United Nations General

Sean O'Kelly I secretary, Kofi Annan, at a conference later this year in

: Dublin. Congratulations are also due to Culann's Eng-

A busy year ahead is envisaged with students : |ish teacher, Twila Cooper (I am ignoring her wishes by

continuing their support for the people of Burma, who i naming her!) and Culann's former CSPE teacher, Sean

remain oppressed by the military junta who took power : npcDermott, now retired. Culann's essay will appear in

20 years ago. Following on from last year's very suc- : the next edition of the newsletter.
cessful "Red Day for Burma', the Amnesty group is :

now in contact with a school for Burmese refugee chil- their energy, interest and good humour without which

_ : none of these activities would be possible. They are a
ning our two schools. The Burmese people are pas- : joy to work with.
sionate that they will avoid the difficulties of some :
other countries which, when they acquired their free- :
dom, lacked the educated leaders to take them forward.
We look forward to continuing contact with the Bur- :
mese students, who have already sent us photographs :

of themselves and their teachers, and to establishing Bionn an Cumann Gaelach ar sidl gach Déardaoin i G1.

Tugann an am seo seans do chuid Gaeilge a chleachtadh
: taobh amuigh den seomra ranga.
: craic, clpla briosca agus na mdinteoiri Gaeilge is
: cairdiula ann. Bi ann nod bi cearndgach!!

Finally, congratulations to one of our own stu-

Thank you to all the Amnesty members for

feaﬁa/%?( 0 pa/ye/‘

Cumann Gaelach

Bionn caint, ceol,

Christian Union

: Newpark CU is looking forward to another exciting

year. We continue to meet on Tuesdays at little break

: to pray for the school. On Thursdays at lunchtime, we
! meet in A5 for games, chat, food and a guest or student

speaker.
Once again this year some of our senior stu-
dents will travel to India during the Christmas break

: with Ms Rowan to build houses (in conjunction with the
: Leprosy Mission and Youth for Christ) for people af-

: fected by leprosy. The students are Jonathan Faull,

December 10t this year marks the 60" Anni- : j5na¢han Stevenson, Ethan Troy-Barnes, Alison Griffin

versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. : 54 Megan McAllister. They will be joined by approx

The Amnesty Group is delighted to host an evening & 0 stydents from other schools and hope to be able to

with Tomi Reichental (originally scheduled for last @ . ild six houses. We appreciate your prayer and sup-

year but unfortunately had to be postponed). Tomi is : nort as we prepare to go and to raise funds for the trip.

one of only four survivors of the Holocaust living in :
Ireland and gives a very touching and personal account 3 a4y s scheduled again for the last weekend in Novem-

of how he was imprisoned at a young age in the Ber- : por 3¢ Avoca Manor. Activities will include a range of

gen-Belsen concentration camp and held there until its : ;) tdoor pursuits, Christian meetings, lots of food and

liberation. Tomi kept his story a secret until four years : catching up with old and new friends. Many of our past

ago but now travels to schools around Ireland in the : pupils will return as usual to help out.

hope that the next generation will learn from the mis- } t5rms are available from CR/SH/ID.

takes of the past. All students, parents and teachers :
interested in hearing and meeting Tomi will be mOst : gafro0m for all our upcoming events. All students are

welcome on the evening. Date and time will be posted : \ye|come to attend. Well done to our student leaders for

on the school's website and appear in a future newslet- @ 5 great start to the year: Alice Goodbody, Alison
: O'Keefe, Jonathan Faull, Jonathan Stevenson, Ethan

Looking forward as well as back in marking : Troy Barnes, James O'Neill and Orlagh Murphy.

the 60th Anniversary of the UDHR, the group also :
hopes to welcome to the school, during the Spring :

The annual Newpark/St. Andrew's weekend

Application

Keep an eye on our noticeboard opposite the

Charie Fowar
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trying to make new friends.

which may arise for new students and staff.

thank all those who made that possible.

taught them over the past three years.

are taking evening study.

well at the Leaving Certificate in 2011.

New York City Marathon.

on the 4th of November, Robin.

contact, we love hearing from you.

4

with students of 5t and 6t year. It contains all the ba-
sic requirements of the journal but in addition includes
useful material on topics of interest to senior students
such as study techniques, mind mapping and informa-

: tion on health related matters. It also has space on each
This first newsletter of the school year gives : of the weekly journal pages for communication between

me an opportunity to welcome all the new staff, stu- : school and home and | hope that it will be used by eve-

dents and parents to the school. For new students and & fYOne to improve our communication. 1 would like to

staff there is a great deal to take in over the first few § thank Andrew Adams for his work in getting the jour-

weeks. For students there are the new subjects to be } Nal ready for this school year.
taken, the change from one teacher to up to 13 teachers, :

from schools of 200 to 300 students to 800 hundred, : (e Of the many extra curricular activities which have

from being the senior students to being the youngest : begun this term. This cannot happen without the inter-

again, from knowing all the students in your class to : est and dedication of the coaches and teachers involved.

: With current research showing a worrying lack of exer-
For new staff there are also many changes of a cise being undertaken by many teenagers (especially
similar nature depending on the different experiences :

with which they come to the school. For parents there : guardians encourage children to continue to participate

is the concern that the transition will go smoothly for i N Physical activity. -Students not doing a team sport

their son or daughter. It is very important for all of us 3 Might enjoy taking part in the early morning or

(both staff and students) who have been in the school  VWednesday swim sessions.
for a longer time to be as supportive and helpful to all :

who are starting off and to be sensitive to any issues that your child is very aware of his/her responsibility as

: ateam player to the other members of the team. Genu-
The Leaving Certificate class have now re- : ine reasons for absence are always acceptable but failure

ceived their results and it was very pleasing to see the & 0 turn up or not inform the team coach in good time is

number of students who achieved entry for their chosen i absolutely inexcusable and shows no thought or con-

courses in 31 level education. The Debs Ball was held i C&rn for the coach or team mates.

on Wednesday 1st October and was a very enjoyable :

night for all involved. The PTA hosted a reception in ; Place on Tuesday 16% September.

the school earlier in the evening and | would like to : Nealthy turnout to the meeting.

: come all the members both new and old to the new
The Junior Certificate results were issued on : committee and look forward to working with them
the 10th September. This year group produced an ex- :

cellent set of results reflecting extremely well on the : Dermot O'Reilly for his excellent presentation on the

work done by the students and by all of the staff who : theme of parenting. The reaction was very positive

It also shows * from all who attended.

the benefits of the increasing number of students who :

I hope that this trend will : will communicate with all parents in relation to the cur-

continue and | would have high hopes that there is the : 'eNt status of the building project.

potential for this group of students to perform very @ Progress of this project is impacting on the existing

: school building.
On an individual note, | was delighted to hear funding for day to day running expenses of the school

that Robin Hickey of First Year has been selected to : remains extremely tight. Increases in the costs of utili-

represent Ireland in an international relay event at the } UES are outpacing the increases in capitation fee per stu-

He and his relay team- : dent. This situation impacts on the school’s capacity to

mates (all of whom are young people with diabetes) : provide for other materials to improve the quality of

from 41 other countries are marking the end of the In- § teaching and learning. It is very important that all ex-

ternational Year of Diabetes Awareness. Best of luck : Penditure is closely monitored in this period. For areas

: such as the Library, extra curricular activities and sub-
| also received news of scholarship awards in : ject resources, funding depends largely on contributions

Trinity for past-students Nora Lynch (Irish) and : from parents and guardians to the General Purpose

Odhran Gilliland O’Doherty (Science). Congratulations : Fund and the PTA.

to both and best wishes to all our past students as they : t0 thank all of you who have contributed: it is greatly

enter another year beyond Newpark—please keep in appreciated. All contributions (no matter what size) are

: so important to the school and are welcomed through-
At the start of the year, there are a number of : OUt the school year. Each student gets just one oppor-

areas of school life which 1 highlight for your attention.  tunity to avail of primary and secondary education and

Firstly, all Senior Cycle students should have by now a i W€ Wish to provide them with the best that we can with

new school planner which was designed in consultation § the resources available.

: lutely vital in achieving that aim.

Secondly, you will be aware from this newslet-

girls) it is very important that the school and parents/

| also ask all parents/guardians to make sure

The Parent Teacher Association AGM took
There was a very
I would like to wel-

through the school year. Also | would to thank Dr.

During this month the Board of Management

The delay in the

In the current economic situation,

In these difficult times | would like

Your contributions are abso-

see our newsletter at www.newparkschoolie



On the

Green Stones on Shankill Beach

As part of the Leaving Certificate
course, 25 students were recently on -.
Shankill Beach experiencing geography B
in the field. The chosen topic for the }
2008 field work is transport and deposi- &%
tion in a marine environment. The| |
school has a long history of field work
and is an annual visitor to the moraine
cliffs at Shankill. This field work is the

ography.

timed low tide.

file, longshore drift and beach debris.

e lOW tide.

o)

.-'.-&_Q-".“, b

them the very best of luck.

TY at the Fringe

go on a series of theatre trips to different types of plays,
festival features all sorts of cultures and traditions.

weird—uvery different and unexpected...
tures and sounds rather than a proper language.

I'm so close it's not even funny! - tis play & \yith the trailer and the mini-bus re-packed, we were on

was made to be random! Its main point is about how : {ha road again.

short life is. The best part of this play had to be the many by-ways and highways did our minds travel?
: Magical, mystical, majestic: The Burren.
: will be reminisced, places re-visited, stories recalled and

en. . : : recounted, legends yet to be created ........ as we all grow
rsnother and son and their lives. It was very interesting:

goldfish called Bob!
Another play—probably our highlight—was
called Susan and Darren. This was the true story of a

basis of a report worth 20% of the overall mark in Ge- i The Burren: under and overground

: LCA (5th Year) made their customary three-day trip to

The hands-on experience is always enjoyable = the Burren. at the end of September.

and this year was no exception. The geographers were : gy accompanied by Louise, guided by JLK; we

lucky to have a fresh, sunny afternoon and an ideally : \yined and dined in the friendly Kilfenora Hostel ("we

Students observed and measured a i stopped to check out a monk, monastery, and round tower").

number of elements on the beach including beach pro- i goljowing a long drive in a very comfortable new mini-
. . . . : bus (thanks PTA) and after a break at Kilmacduagh
A new dimension was added this year with an :

experlment to measure the rate of load movement by :
o=~ longshore drift along the beach. 273 :

~ stones, painted luminous green, were :
placed at the water’s edge just after :
The small group who re- :
turned to the insertion point 24 hours :
later, to map the movement of the :
onspicuous stones, were thrilled to :
M discover 75 green stones on the beach. :
The furthest extent reached by the :

s ("afler dmner we all walked around the village, Toddzer

gL painted load was 29 metres south of : Jay were obsessed with the cows and red tractors”).

i the insertion point at the low water :
mark, while a much smaller number of : Gn1y's hearty breakfast tucked away, we headed for

stones were found 3 metres below the high water mark : £ 0re We split into two

approximately 11 metres from the start point. Students : groups, for

will be busy writing up their field work in the next few : walking.

weeks in preparation for their state exams and we wish i <00 enough for some)

Mary foedy % time to have lunch. Then *=
: we had to get the gear
: ready for the next activity

: - a taste of caving, with a L&
Transition Year's Drama group have had the chance to : through trip ing nearby
: Poll Dubh. This seemed

take in some points and mainly to have fun! Some of i .j please everyone; espe-

the plays were a part of Dublin's Fringe Festival. This : cially the route finding via muddytrenches and dense
. forest to gain an entrance; not to mention the unneces-

Polaroid was a physical drama about how the : sary crawl.

Inuit survive in the North Pole. This play was quite : screening of photos taken to date, was enough to dis-

It used ges- : perse all quietly to bed.

: that little bit older.

road...

: they made audience members make snacks and sand-
: wiches during the show, but most importantly of all our
: group was included in the act. Having been to a pre-
: performance workshop we had to wait for our cue and
dance on stage to Barry White's ‘You're my First, my
i Last, my Everything" That same dance still goes on to-
: day in our Drama class.

It was a good experience to see all these plays
and I've found out some interesting techniques. But
overall, it was great fun! Ay Shary, Transition Yoar

Chaperoned by

Round Tower, we stopped
and headed off to attack the
stiff slopes of Black Head,
. and Cathair Dun Irghus. A
y chilly evening - made worse
S by low mist and drizzle -
® was brightened up by a good
evening meal and the oppor-
tunity to see and engage in
real Irish Set-Dancing

Next day dawned too early for some. Yet, with

surfing or
It was soon (not

A late dinner, topped off by a large-

Another early start and, after much cajoling,
Overall, ¢. 700km by road, yet how

Experiences

anes £, /ffe/(?

see our newsletter at www.newparkschool.ie
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. Drama

W This year is looking very exciting as we have :
many plays and theatre excursions planned. We have :
started the year rehearsing The Crucible which so far is &
going very well. We also have the Junior plays com- :
ing up after Christmas so all 1st and 2nd years look out :
in the announcements just before Christmas. The new
4t year Drama class are extremely talented and enthu- &
siastic and have already enjoyed many trips to the :
theatre. We have more theatre lights this year thanks :

to fundraising and generous donations from parents.

We still need more so all contributions all would be
If you would like to become a Friend of :
The Crucibleor help with any aspect of the produc- :
tion please contact Ms Devis at the school. Tickets :

welcome.

will go on sale in the library after midterm.

Art on show on C corridor

s

Some colourfil
drawings and
paintings are
on show on the
Art display
board on the C
corridor. B
Watch out for tf
changing and
exciting exhi- §

bitions throughout the year.

Second Years are completing their inventive

and surprising masks at present

Inside the Crucible

studying it for Leaving Cert. English.

flusteredl \é\galé(:i?] mkﬁ;e rt;zlrleheirtssalr?]:r:)end:g ; ?t;rfg Schlinks on a wide variety of instruments including; Pi-
found the rest ofgthe cast an):j IC;he director sh?mm in £ ano, Saxophone, Flute, Drums, Bass Guitar, Voice, Clas-

L . . .y 9 : sical Guitar, Jazz Guitar and Acoustic Guitar.
around, winking suggestively and singing deeply: You :

| must admit | : s .
; . ; o = ber 8th inclusive, with the week of December 15th as an
tBhaOrLrjgh\t,\}hq tIeOSt :;r'mBUt it ttr?;:r?lisog(t) tgafrtrg'ﬁs'.st.g?]r ng;’: : option for teachers to make up lessons should they need
theat):/re tr'l t\g the-upl):r(n o festival) and ' Ie’ ey all : to. This is the thirteenth year of this pioneering pro-

P Ing ival) wewv : gramme in Newpark. Congratulations to all involved.

are my first, my last, my ... everything.

see our newsletter at www.newparkschool.ie

warmed to it immensely — one cast member says he
“needed more Barry in his life”. So after we’'ve shim-
mied and penguined we are ready to meld into our
strictly non-dancing Puritan counterparts.

We may be non-dancing Puritans but we are
hardly ever non-laughing Newparkians. We've had
our usual dose of over-enthusiastic human chess play-
ers (a favoured Newpark warm-up that has been known
to cause injury), lots of Mr Lowry walking in at wildly
inappropriate moments, impromptu line changes (“77%y
do you come, yellow pig? Her snout, she’s stretching her
snout...”), fumbled lines (“There’s a masty foot aplot!”), the
dramatic entrance of Rev. Hale and his eyebrows, and
the bizarre role-swapping to compensate for disappear-
ing actors leading to havoc and hilarity.

One of our highlights so far was a ‘day in the
life’ exercise with everyone improvising in character at
church, in their house or out in the fields. The Putt-
nams walked about ‘dissing’ everyone, Elizabeth and
Mary Warren cooked about ten meals for John Proctor
who continued to rub his belly for more food and Sarah
Good was comatose at the tavern. Later when the girls
sneaked away to the forest (the stage), Mercy ran
around pretending to be naked while Tituba danced
and sang loudly in pseudo-Barbados before picking up
Betty in a fireman’s lift and running back to the Parris
house. That's how the play should be done. Maybe
with Barry White in the interval — Ms Devis can call
out the instructions: love...love...love... DIE! ...rock...rock...
and penguin! 1’1l be beautiful. Totally Puritan.

esst ﬂzy%’/ 6th Yoar / Wa /%/7 Mw‘e/(/

Schlinks Music Programme

: Schlinks (School Links!) is the instrumental music pro-
: gramme linking Newpark Comprehensive school and
: the Newpark Music Centre. Two terms of thirteen half
: hour lessons are on offer to any Newpark student.
: These lessons are given by experienced staff from New-

Following Macbeth last year, Arthur Miller's The par(lj< Musw_Centre, see W\(/jvw.nevypgrkm#s_lc.]ea_ idual
Crucible i1s another dark and gritty choice of play for : student receives a music card containing their individua
us in Newnark. It is set in Puritan America at a time of : lesson times which are also posted in master timetables
frenzied V\?itch.craft accusations, trials and executions. : on both music notice-boards. The music card serves as
. L ; - & an official pass out of class and also as a communication

The cast has taken to it rapidly and the experience is : link for parents
%;{;n?e:“rearl]er:ang;gg’r'ngr?]eb%trZ Ig?ktr?; E:gitp!iar?dvz:r;g/r\} ‘buddy’ back in the subject class to pass on details of
y e : class-work and homework assignments.

Each

Each student is advised to have a

At present there are 71 students participating in

Term 1 will run from September 8t to Decem-

6



First Impressions '

Can you remember how it felt starting secondary :
school? Here's what First Years had to say about it :

friend makes me laugh every day ... | joined the rugby
and the hockey team ... the lunch-break is so long, you
can do so much stuff like play football, or sit on the wall
or go to the Christian thing in A5 ... | like the fact that
it's a mixed school ... the hardest thing was probably

: getting used to not having my primary school friends

Before I came
| felt excited and a little bit anxious ... people who went :
there liked it ... my brothers told me it was a great :
school and | thought I would like it too ... I thought =
inside my head that it was huge ... it would be fun, hard :
and you would get loads of homework—but | was :
ready ... it was a big change ... really excited about get- :
ting my locker and changing classrooms ... terrified at =
the idea of going to secondary school by myself and :
trying to fit in ... scared and frightened that | would :
not be able to make friends and that we would get a lot :
of homework ... quite confident and excited ... | knew :
there were lots of groups of people and | was sure |
would fit into at least one of them.

: with me ... | find all of the subjects very interesting ...
: lots of facilities ... it’s good fun but the corridors are still
i so annoying — | think they should put up traffic lights to
: make it easier ... but 1 miss primary... even though I
: have more homework | feel more confident ... the best
: part so far was when | finished my plus MD card. | felt
: such pride ... it's great fun walking from class to class
i and having longer breaks ... the best part? All the new
: people I've met and knowing that these are the people
: I'm going to grow up with ... | absolutely love it ... now
: | feel I'm part of Newpark.

! What helped?
: Everyone has been really helpful and considerate in ac-

: knowledging that it is our first month ... some of the

The first weeks
I hadn’'t wanted to leave the comfort and safety of one :
classroom in a small school for a huge and scary school :
with loads of classrooms and lots of people bigger than :
me ... for the first few days it was a bit crazy trying to :
find my way around. | liked the fact that we didn’t have :
the same teacher all day long ... the first week was a :
nervous and anxious time filled with a lot of awkward :
silences. 1 remember sitting next to someone trying :
not to make eye contact or move at all ... I was nervous :
I'd forget my books all the time. I'd buy books in the :
library only to realise | already had them ... | thought :
the school needed to be re-built ... it was hard to get
used to waking up earlier and the journey to and from
school ... in the first week | didn’t know where the toi-
lets were ... it was hard to get organised with every- i
thing running through your head ... the first two weeks
were a bit difficult because | didn't know anyone but :
quickly it got fun ... the best parts were new friends and
more freedom. | felt happy, tired, worried ... people :
from my old school came to Newpark with me, so we :
all helped each other ... most of all I liked the hockey :
pitch that was astro-turf ... | was a little bit shy but it :
all turned out well ... I am quite small so everyone :
seems really big but everyone seems nice so | don't :
mind talking to tall people ... I haven't got lost even :
once
very well english. | thought | would never have a :

.. I didn’t know anybody and | couldn’t speak :

friend in this school. I wanted to scream and go back :
home ...

: teachers are keeping our heavy Junior Cert books in the
: classrooms; it takes a lot of weight off our backs ... most
: of the people are friendly and helpful ... On the first day
: the prefects helped and they were assuring me that we
i were ok... | could play basketball at lunch which was
: great ... when our form teacher explained the way things
: worked everything was a lot clearer.

‘What else would help?

It's really annoying when 2nd years and up always say
“Oh my god! Look at the cute little first years!” - it’s
irritating ... Newpark is a great and welcoming school

but the elder years could try not to push us so much...
i what would have made it easier is if somebody had

talked to me sooner so that | wasn't so lonely... a mini
Subway shop in the canteen! ... staff and older students

could help first years when they drop things or get lost

and explain the rules a bit better ... show them every-

: thing and be kind.

Any advice for next year’s First Year?
When you come in, be yourself and don’t be shy ... do
things to the best of your ability ... keep your locker as

: tidy as possible and try to get along with all the teach-

ers ... be organised and prepared for every day ... if you

: want to get food in the canteen you should leg it to the
i canteen or else there will be an unimaginably long
: queue! ... try and have the most fun possible and do lots
. of extra curriculars ... stay positive: it is a good school,
: the people are nice, the teachers are good and so is the

: sport —there is nothing to be scared of. Someone will

And now?
... I love it now. | have friends who are kind, and lovely :
teachers. |1 don’t want to scream and go back home :
now—I want to laugh with my friends and stay in :
school ... all the differences make life in school more :
interesting ... it’s a fun school ... great because there is :
rugby ... I find the school too tiny for all of us ... I'm not :
so tired as before seeing how | go swimming every :
morning and that really wakes you up ... and now | :
have lots of friends in and out of my form ... my best :

see our newsletter at www.newparkschool.ie

help you get along ... If you don’'t know anyone, find

people in the same situation and try to make friends ...
and don’t be judging ... the only advice I could give to
someone is don’t worry so much — these things sort
themselves out.

Compiled by AJ with: Au, derny, fevi, Aideis, Kollly, Saanre, Janes,

. Kory, Mizhaed Jason, Miall] Lriv, Fris, Colw, Linkiv, Tin, Clara, Eoi, Aena, Jona-

thar, Sheens, Pacd] David Ardews, Megan, Aprt] Sarahy Vladicbar and Loang ,
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Student Council

Elections for the Student Council are taking place
at the beginning of October. Each class elects one
girl and one boy representative. Nominations
have been flooding in so every class should be rep-
resented.

The Student Council enables students to
become involved in the affairs of the school. The
Council works in partnership with management,
staff and parents for the benefit of the school and
its students.

The Student Council gives students a
voice: it is the means by which views and opinions
of students can be expressed to teachers and
school management. In Newpark the Council has
been involved in agreeing a policy on uniforms, in
improving toilet facilities, and in designing the
school's anti-bullying policy. It has also been ac-
tive in encouraging the provision of lunch rooms
and in the school's Positive Behaviour Policy and
disciplinary procedures.

When students have an issue of concern
they can bring it to their class representative who
can then raise the issue at a Student Council meet-
ing. The Council can then bring the issue to the
school management and hopefully work to resolve
the issue.

Mr Lowry and Mr Cookman are very sup-
portive of the Student Council and encourage stu-
dent participation. The experience gained by rep-
resentatives and officers of the Council is very
valuable.

The Student Council notice-board is lo-
cated in the A corridor (opposite the canteen) and
the names of class representatives and officers of
the Council will be posted there once the elections
are complete. Poto Costelly (Studont Couroil Lidison Teacher)

TY Coffee Morning

Ms Fitzpatrick and the Transition Year Catering
class would like to thank teachers and relatives
who supported our Coffee Morning held on Friday
26th September, in aid of the Blackrock Hospice.
Over €700 was raised, and the cheque will be pre-
sented to the Hospice next week. It was a great
success and teachers and parents were impressed
with the organisation and time put into it. Thanks
also to everyone who contributed biscuits or cakes.
We even had a surplus that we could sell to stu-
dents at lunchtime. Tanzi Cowap

Reminder from the Front office:
Parents/Guardians: please do not drive into school
grounds to collect or drop off students before or after
school . Park at least 100 metres from the school to
avoid causing traffic congestion and safety hazards.

Samhain

Taimid ar ais ar scoil le mi anuas agus ar ndéigh
td Oiche Shamhna 6s ar gcomhair amach, agus ta
na laethanta ag éiri nios giorra de réir an lae.
Fado fado in Eirinn ... | ré na bPagéanach ba Dhia
é an Samhain, agus tugadh omos dé. Céiliaradh
an fhéile seo ag na Ceiltigh agus tugadh “Lord of
the Darkness” ar an Dia seo. Le teacht an dorcha-
dais creideadh go raibh cumhacht na Samhna ag
éiri nios laidre, agus bhi tionchar ag an dia seo ar
an séasur seo, i gcodarsnacht le Bealtaine a bhi
tionchar ar an samhradh. T4& an fhéile seo & gcé-
iliradh ag muintir na tire seo le dhd mhile bliain
anuas.

Sé an chéad 14 de Shamhain an chéad la
den gheimhreadh dar leo. Ar an Ia seo creideadh
go mbéarfadh ‘Samhain’ ar na hanamacha a
bhfuair bas i rith na bliana, agus sin an fath go
gcuirtear solas sna fuinneoga ar an 4 airithe seo,
ionas nach ngabhfadh ‘Samhain’ ar na n-anamacha
go deo na ndeor. Creideadh chomh maith ar an 1a
seo gurbh fhéidir le daoine dul i dteagmhail leo
sitd a bhi imithe ar shli na firinne.

Le teacht na Samhna bhi baint an fhom-
hair ag an am céanna. Ni haon ionadh é mar sin
go raibh scéalaiocht agus cluichi ar sial ag
muintir na tire, ag céiliuradh deireadh na feir-
meoireachta. Mar sin lean leis an traidisiin agus
ain taitneamh as an Sambhain.

Soan Mac &/ﬂféa/}é

Greeting Cards for Sale!
Need to send someone a card? None in the house?
Invest in our original NewparR_school greeting

cards, and save them for the next time you need to
Yr drop someone a line. Suitable for a variety of occa- ¢
Y'v sions, these colourful cards are good value at €8 for /¢
a pack of eight, sold for a good cause (the T4 -
S fund) and just plain GOOD — eight original designs .
by eight of our own talented students. Preview the __
designs on the Newpark website.

7: On sale in the library, 9.30 to 1, Monday to Friday

A big thank-you to founding editor Mary Kennedy for pioneering the newsletter through its first eighteen months.
The editorial team for 2008-9 consists of Anna Johnston, Sinead McGee, Hugh Gallagher and Eoin Norton.
This month’s edition is compiled and edited by Anna Johnston

Please email contributions for the next issue to newsletter@newparkschool.ie by Friday 7th November 2008.

Reduce, Rende, “Ree/%eﬂe Be bind te the enviterment )uee/zfeﬂe Hhid /pa/pe)u

see our newsletter at www.newparkschoolie




