GERMAN LEAVING CERTIFICATE (OL)
GRAMMAR REVISION - MAY 2018
Common errors made in the Leaving Certificate German Exam
1. Difficulties with correct form of the present tense of irregular verbs (sehen,  wollen, müssen)
2. Incorrect use of possessive adjectives, especially sein / ihr
3. Word-order errors, especially failure to invert, or to place the verb at the end of the sentence after subordinating conjunctions and modal verbs.
4. Endings of irregular verbs, especially modal verbs, were incorrect.
5. The Present Tense, translating  from English to German: ‘ich bin lernen’- DO NOT DO THIS!
6. Genders of common nouns were not known e.g. ‘Vorteil; Nachteil’;
7. Items of clothing and their genders were not well known;
8. Mann was used instead of man; (Do YOU know the difference?)
9. Word Order mistakes were frequent after weil and dass;
10. nicht ein was used instead of kein;
11. dass and das were mixed up; (do YOU know the difference?)
12. Future tense werden was frequently used without the main verb in the Infinitive form;
13. werden and würden were confused as were the following: wollen/werden; auch/also; bevor/vorher; Uhr/Stunde; jede/alle
14. There were difficulties translating ‘to’: Wir fahren zu Spanien



Recommendations:
1. Use short, correct sentences rather than long, incomprehensible sentences.
2. Leave time to re-read and correct written work, paying special attention to word order, verb endings, tenses and cases.
3. Read questions carefully and ensure to answer what has been asked.
4. Practise verbs and learn the main tenses of common irregular verbs and modal verbs.
5. Get lots of practice at German word-order – verb second!
6. Do not use pencil in examinations.
Grammar words - A noun is a person, place, thing or idea. In German, all nouns are capitalised.
A pronoun replaces a noun in a sentence and refers back to a noun that was previously mentioned (e.g. when we are talking about John, we can say "he" or "him" instead of using his name again.
The subject of a sentence is almost always a noun or pronoun. It is the person or thing that does the action.  The verb is the ACTION WORD of the sentence and describes what is being done. IN GERMAN, THE CONJUGATED VERB IS ALWAYS IN THE SECOND IDEA/POSITION IN A MAIN CLAUSE! Eg: Ich gehe nach Hause, even if there’s a time phrase.  Am nächsten Tag gehe ich nach Hause.  In other clauses (with conjunctions like dass or weil), the verb will be at the end of the clause.  Eg. Ich gehe nach Hause weil ich müde bin.

A preposition shows the relationship of a noun or pronoun to some other word in a sentence. Eg; the cat is on the table.  A conjunction joins words or groups of words. Some conjunctions in German are aber (but), oder (or), und (and), weil (because), and dass (that).
	Subordinating conjunctions. Unlike the conjunctions you already know (und, aber, etc.), these conjunctions will change the word order in your sentences.  The most common subordinating conjunctions that you need to know are:  Example: Ich gehe nach Hause weil ich müde bin.
	dass
	weil
	ob

	that
	because
	if, whether


Please note that the commas are required in German. The comma always occurs immediately before the conjunction.  DO NOT FORGET TO move the verb - PRONOUN TABLE: LEARN!


	
	Nom  
	Akk  

	 sg  
	ich   - I
	mich - me  

	sg  
	du -you
	dich - you  

	sg  
	Er- he 
	ihn - him

	sg  
	Sie- she 
	sie-her 

	sg  
	es it
	es - it

	 pl  
	wir -we 
	uns -us 

	pl  
	ihr  you(pl)
	euch –you (pl)  

	pl  
	sie -they
	sie -them 

	polite  
	Sie–you (formal)  
	Sie –you (formal) 




SEPARABLE AND UNSEPARABLE VERBS
SEPARABLE verbs are ones such as ‘fernsehen’ (to watch TV) and ‘aussehen’ (to look like) which split up when you use them in the present tense.  The first part of the INFINITIVE goes to the end of the sentence and the main part of the verb follows the PERSON in its ENDING form:
	Hans steht jeden Tag um 9.00 Uhr auf.
	Hans gets up every day at 9:00. – present tesnse

	Hans muss jeden Tag um 9.00 Uhr aufstehen.
	Hans has to get up every day at 9:00.- inifinitive

	Hans ist um 9.00 aufgestanden
	Hans got up at 9am- past tense


REFLEXIVE VERBS - Reflexive verbs in German are really quite simple.  “Reflexive” simply means that the pronoun refers back to the subject of the sentence
	Ich wasche das Auto.
	NOT REFLEXIVE: I wash the car.

	Ich wasche mich.
	REFLEXIVE: I’m washing myself.


Other reflexive verbs…
	Ich ziehe mich an.
	I’m getting dressed.

	Ich schminke mich.
	I’m putting on makeup.


TENSES REVEALED.
1. Present tense (I do, I am doing)
Take the INFINITIVE (the part which ends –en and means ‘TO do’ etc.) Take off the –en to give you your STEM and add the correct ENDING to the corresponding person eg: ich


	Person
	Meaning
	Ending
	Example

	Ich
	I
	-e
	Ich mache meine Hausaufgaben um 6 Uhr

	Du (informal)
	you
	-st
	Was machst du nach der Schule? 

	Er/sie/es
man
	He/she/it/‘one’
	-t
	Mein Bruder macht die Einkäufe für meine Mutter

	Wir
	we
	-en
	Wir machen oft einen Stadtbummel am Wochenende

	Ihr 
	You plural
	-t
	Was macht ihr da?

	Sie/sie
(pol)
	1.You
/2. they
	-en
	Machen Sie eine Pause?
Partys machen viel Spaß.


If a verb is IRREGULAR in the present tense it means the DU or the ER/SIE/ES/ MAN part of the verb changes its STEM in some way.  Eg: fahren, sehen etc.  There are 6 MODAL VERBS in German and they are all IRREGULAR.  They are very useful verbs to know and use so should be learnt off by heart in at least the ICH and the ER/SIE/ES/MAN form:  With modal verbs (können, sollen, möchten, etc.), the modal verb takes the normal verb position (second in statements, first in questions). The infinitive (main) verb moves to the very end of the sentence, with no exceptions.  Eg: Ich kann jeden Abend bis zwei Uhr vor dem Fernseher sitzen.
	Infinitive
	Meaning
	ICH/ER/SIE/ES/MAN

	können
	to be able to
	kann

	dürfen
	to be allowed to
	darf

	mögen
	to like
	mag

	müssen
	to have to
	muß

	wollen
	to want to
	will

	sollen
	ought to
	soll









Haben (to have) and sein (to be) need to be leant in their entirety and off by heart:

	HABEN – TO HAVE
	SEIN – TO BE
	FAHREN

	Ich habe
	Ich bin
	Ich fahre

	Du hast
	Du bist
	du fährst

	Er/sie/es/man hat
	Er/sie/es/man ist
	Er/sie/es fährt

	Wir habem
	Wir sind
	Wir fahren

	Ihr habt
	Ihr seid
	Ihr fährt

	Sie/sie haben
	Sie/sie sind
	Sie/sie fahren



2. Future Tense (I will)  - WERDEN + INFINITIVE. Use the correct part of WERDEN (to indicate you WILL do something) + the INFINITIVE (to indicate WHAT you will do) goes at the END.  The verb table for WERDEN is:
	Ich werde

	Du wirst

	Er/sie/es/man wird

	Wir werden

	Ihr werdet

	Sie/sie werden


Example:  Ich würde gern in Amerika wohen.
3. Perfect tense (I have done, I did)
	In the perfect tense aka the past tense, the helping verb (haben or sein) is conjugated to match the subject, and takes the normal verb position (second in statements, first in questions). The participle (ge-form) of the main verb moves to the very end of the sentence, with no exceptions.

	Ich bin gestern zu viel um den Campus gelaufen.  I ran around too much on campus yesterday.




Use HABEN for the past tense in most cases, but SEIN if there is an idea of MOVEMENT from one place to another.  The PAST PARTICIPLE is mostly formed by adding ge- to the start of the INFINITIVE and by changing the final –en/-n to –t.  The PAST PARTICIPLE goes right at the end of the sentence.
You don’t add ge- to verbs beginning with be-, -ent-, er-, ge-, ver-, zer-, or ending in ‘-ieren.   
COMMON PAST TENSE VERB ENDINGS
	went
	gegangen*
gefahren*

	ate
	gegessen

	drank
	getrunken

	read
	gelesen

	saw
	gesehen

	stayed
	geblieben*




[bookmark: _GoBack]The Imperfect tense/ the simple past (I was doing) will only appear in the comprehensions

This best translates the English ‘WAS/WERE doing’ something or to indicate that you USED to do something.  Take off the –en/ -n of the INFINITIVE and add these endings:

	Ich
	te
	Ich spielte

	Du
	test
	Du spieltest

	Er/sie/es/man
	te
	Er/sie/es/man spielte

	Wir
	ten
	Wir spielten

	Ihr
	tet
	Ihr spieltet

	Sie/sie
	ten
	Sie/sie spielten







YOU CAN WRITE AND SPEAK THE ONES BELOW – MAKE SURE YOU KNOW THEM

5.3 The main verbs for you to use/know in the imperfect form are:
Ich war = I was;  Es war = It was
Ich hatte = I had
Es gab = There was/were
Ich konnte = I could
Ich mußte = I had to
Ich wollte = I wanted to
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