Revision for Summer Exams 
In order to prepare for the English Summer exam you will need to practice. You will be expected to complete: 
A Comprehension:  Two comprehensions will be provided: Answer ‘Question A’ from one text and ‘Question B’ from the other text. Remember you cannot answer A and B from the SAME text. Question A will require PQE answers based on the text. Question B is a piece of functional writing such as a diary entry, letter, radio talk or magazine article etc. 
Go back over the language of persuasion, information, narration, argument and the aesthetic use of language. 
A Composition (essay): This will include a choice of 7 essay titles that will vary in writing styles such as short stories, debates, personal essays and speeches. Choose one.  
Remember these answers will only improve with practice. Practice planning and structuring your answers. 
Don’t forget every 5 marks is about a paragraph long e.g. a 15-mark question will be 3 paragraphs so ¾ of a page long. 
Paper Two will include questions on Hamlet (Single Text- Choose one), the Comparative (By the Bog of Cats and Winter’s Bone): Choose one question and answer on both texts, Studied Poetry (Durcan, Rich OR Dickenson) Choose one question. 
There will be no unseen poetry section.
Use all of the sample questions and exam questions to practice and look at the correction feedback I have given you. 
Your textbooks will provide plenty of sample questions to work from and prepare. 
Study Focus: 
Hamlet: Hamlet’s journey/ the character of Hamlet; Polonius and Claudius; Claudius vs Hamlet; Hamlet as a tragic play; Ophelia and Gertrude (Role of Women in the play) 
Remember all points must be backed up by using quotes and key moments. DON’T give any summaries. 
Poetry. You must know 5 poems for each poet and know TWO poets in detail. Remember each essay is approx. 3-5 pages long and must discuss a minimum of 4 poems...aim for 5. Focus on the question asked. Break the question into a 2-3 point to do list for when you address each poem. 
The Comparative. Study the main characters and key moments from both texts and apply them to your understanding of Cultural Context and Theme/Issue (isolation/abandonment). Practice linking the two texts together using the link phrases. Don’t summarize and focus on the question asked. 
Again read over your previous essays and work on the areas of the essay that have already been highlighted for further attention.
Don’t forget you can also add a third text from your text report or switch one out. Do not do this if you haven’t already given this a go though!! 
Remember all points must be backed up by using quotes and key moments. DON’T give any summaries. 
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