Fifth Year English Exams 2019
Remember to write your name and your English teacher’s initials on all pages. 
You must start each section in a new booklet as your paper will be split into sections for marking by different teachers.

Paper 1: 


Time: 
2 hours 30 mins

Total Marks: 200

Section 1 (Comprehending A):
Time:
30 minutes

Marks: 50


  (Comprehending B):
Time:
30 minutes

Marks: 50

Section 2 (Composing):

Time:
1 hr, 30 mins

Marks: 100
Paper 2



Time: 
3 hours


Total Marks: 
Section 1 (Single Text):

Time: 
60 minutes

Marks: 100
Hamlet
Section 2 (Comparative):

Time:
60 minutes 

Marks: 100
Winter’s Bone & By the Bog of Cats: you must use at least two texts in your comparative answer. You can include the text from your independent study as a third text or to replace one of the other two. You will have the choice of one question on theme/issue and one on cultural context.
Section 3 (Prescribed Poetry):
Time:
60 minutes

Marks: 100
Paul Durcan/Adrienne Rich/Emily Dickinson: at least two of the poets studied in Fifth Year will be on the exam paper 
Paper 1: 



Things to remember

Read the composition titles at the start so that they are at the back of your mind throughout the exam.  I suggest that you do at least one of the shorter sections before you tackle the composing.
COMPREHENDING - Scan through the texts and questions in the comprehending section and decide which ones you are going to answer. Remember, you must answer A and B from different texts, so make a good decision for both parts at this point.

- Part A (comprehension) read your chosen text and all three ‘A’ questions relating to it (so that you can avoid repeating yourself). Then work on individual answers. 

· Read the question carefully, underline key words

· Be relevant – answer the question asked
· Make multiple points

· Back up with evidence from the text

· Paragraph your answer – usually 3 paragraphs for QA1 and QA2 – worth 15 marks each

· QA3 worth 20 marks – usually focuses on writing style – identify features and give examples.

- Part B (short composition).  Underline key words in the task given: what is the job and who is the target audience?  Think about your register.   Take a little time to plan your approach. Stick to word limits if given.  At the end, proofread what you have written and correct mistakes.  Try to read it aloud inside your head - you will notice more. Aim for two pages.
COMPOSING - Make sure you get back to the composing section with at least one hour and fifteen minutes left.

- Read all the titles again and make your choice: please don’t hang about agonising at this point. You probably know before you begin what type of writing you enjoy most or are best at. Remember, if you are genuinely interested in the topic you are writing about there is a good chance that what you write will be convincing and interesting to your reader.  If you are bored with it .... your poor reader is doomed!
- Think it over before you begin: key words, brainstorm, mind-map or other type of short written plan may help
- Help your reader to follow your ideas. Paragraph properly!  It’s really discouraging to begin reading something which is a dense block of text with no breaks.  Equally, it is very hard to concentrate on a piece of writing which is broken up into new paragraphs every time a new sentence begins.  Show that you are able to organise and structure your ideas.

- Scan over for obvious mistakes when you finish.
- Aim for four pages.
Paper 2: 



Things to remember

Section 1 (Single Text):

Time: 
60 minutes

Marks: 100
Section 2 (Comparative):

Time:
60 minutes

Marks: 100
Section 3 (Prescribed Poetry):
Time:
60 minutes

Marks: 100
Single text: you will have a choice of two questions on Hamlet. Likely topics include Hamlet’s character, journey and relationships; tragic hero; sympathy/empathy for Hamlet; madness; the two families; characters and relationships – Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, Ophelia, Laertes. 

Read both questions carefully and formulate a rough plan of your answer before you begin.  Answer the question asked and do not slip into aimless plot summary.  Use relevant quotes and detailed references to support points you are making, not to fill up space.

Comparative (Cultural context or Theme/Issue): you will have a choice of two questions and must answer on at least two texts: Winter’s Bone, By the Bog of Cats or another text from the list of prescribed texts for Leaving Cert. 2020.  You cannot use Hamlet in this section.  
Read the question carefully and underline the key words.  Maximise your marks for clarity of purpose by addressing the question in each paragraph.  Know your key moments well.  Learn some excellent quotes and avoid plot summary. Do the task: answer the question. Make clear comparative links throughout your answer.
Studied poetry: you will have a choice of two or three questions, each one on a different poet. You answer one of these.

It is possible that only one of your studied poets will be on the paper, so you need to be able to answer on at least two of the poets we have studied.  You should know six poems by each poet well, but it is up to you to decide which poems you want to deal with in depth for any particular question.  
Think carefully before you begin.  The question will ask you to give an informed opinion on aspects of the poetry so it really is essential that you have thought your opinion through before you begin to write.  Set yourself up with a clear introduction that addresses the question. This will help you structure your ideas, stick to the question and prevent you from simply writing down everything you can think of about the poems. 
It doesn’t matter whether you agree with the question fully, partially or not at all, so long as you make your arguments clearly and back them up with detailed reference to the poems.  Use plenty of relevant and interesting quotes to back up your points. 

