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WHEN I FIRST STARTED MUN IN 2ND YEAR I WAS TOLD
BY EVERYONE THAT THE BEST WAY TO LEARN HOW
TO DEBATE AND WRITE RESOLUTIONS WAS TO
THROW YOURSELF INTO IT WITH NO EXPECTATIONS,
AND I AGREE, BUT I ALSO THINK THAT WITH A LITTLE
EXTRA HELP AND SOME POINTERS, MUN CAN
BECOME A LOT LESS INTIMIDATING!

So here is a guide to writing your first resolution -
possibly the most daunting aspect of MUN, to
help you get started and make sure you’re feeling
confident when you stand up to debate it



PART 1: THE BASICS



INTRODUCTION

QUESTION OF: [Insert your chosen topic]

SUBMITTED BY: [Insert the name of your
delegation/country]

CO-SUBMITTED BY: [This is optional, if
you wrote the resolution with someone
else write their country name here,
otherwise leave it out]

THE _________ COMMITTEE,: [Insert your
committe name]



PREAMBULATORY
CLAUSES

These lay out any definitions or statistics
needed to define the problem at hand, they
can be kept short as most delegates will
have read briefing papers to inform
themselves already. 5-7 preambs is plenty. 

Italics should be used and the first word
should be underlined or made bold.
End each clause with a comma instead of
a full stop.

Remember they can’t be referred to during
debate!



EMPHASISING

PREAMBULATORY
PHRASES

AFFIRMING REALISING

AWARE OF DECLARING

ALARMED BY RECALLING

CONVINCED

GUIDED BY RECOGNISING

OBSERVING WELCOMING

Use these to start off your preambulatory clauses. This is
not an exhaustive list so look up some more if you need to!

DEEPLY CONCERNED

KEEPING IN MIND

APPROVING

BELIEVING

CONFIDENT

HAVING CONSIDERED



OPERATIVE CLAUSES
This is the part of your resolution that is actually being debated. They state what you want to achieve with this resolution and

how you plan to solve the issue being debated. There are a good few rules for formatting them, here is an example of what
they might look like:



OPERATIVE CLAUSES
RULES

Sub clauses do not need to start with an operative phrase. They
are denoted with a), b), c) etc. and sub-sub clauses are denoted
by i., ii., iii, iv. etc. You cannot have sub-sub-sub clauses.

End each clause with a semi colon (;) and
each sub-clause with a comma. Only end the
last clause of the resolution with a full stop.

Operative clauses are numbered and
the operative phrase is underlined
AND made bold. 

You cannot repeat an operational
phrase but you can use eg.
“Requests” and “Further Requests”.



FURTHER RECOMMENDS

TRUSTS

OPERATIVE PHRASES

APPROVES FURTHER REQUESTS

CALLS/CALLS UPON SUPPORTS

ASKS

CONFIRMS

EXPRESSES ITS HOPE URGES

FURTHER INVITES ENCOURAGES

Use these to start off your operative clauses. This is not an
exhaustive list so look up some more if you need to!

CONDEMNS

REMINDS

STRONGLY CONDEMMSN

DEMANDS

AFFIRMS

ENDORSES

Security Council Only!



PART 2:
GUIDELINES

Make sure you stick to these rules if you want to ensure your
resolution gets through approval panel and can be debated!



Your clauses should not be shorter than 2
lines, if they are they will probably be
vague, making them weak to criticism and
ineffective. Shorter clauses also mean your
resolution will immediately be judged as
weak.

LENGTH OF
RESOLUTION

The limit for PARKMUN resolutions is 20
operative clauses, including sub-clauses but
not including sub-sub clauses. Keep your
resolutions at 20 clauses or shorter if you
want them to be debated. A well thought out  
resolution can fit a huge amount in these 20
clauses. 



FORMATTING

Underline the preambulatory phrase or
make it bold.
Do not number the clauses.
End each clause with a comma,
including the last one
Remember to write out any acronyms
in full for the first time that you use
them. Eg. : WHO (World Health
Organisation)

PREAMBS OPERATIVE

Underline the operative phrase AND
make it bold.
Number the clauses, then use a), b),
c) and i., ii., iii., iv, for sub-clauses and
sub-sub clauses.
End each clause with a semi colon,
then end the last one with a full stop



PART 3: TIPS



TIPS FROM SEC GEN!

1 3

2 4

Make sure not to create UN agencies or
taskforces without checking that they don’t
already exist, and in general be aware of the
legislation already existing around the issue.
Make sure to read briefing papers for more
information.

Make sure your clauses are clear in what they are trying
to solve and exactly how they will be carried out and
who will oversee this. This shows that your resolution is
well thought out. When it comes to  funding - in MUN
there is unlimited funding but you still have to refer to
what body will fund it (WHO or IMF).

If you are looking for definitions of terms
(for in preambs) look on the UN website
first, and then in resolutions that have
already been passed by the UN.

Put more important clauses first in the
resolution (as there is often not enough time to
thoroughly debate all clauses). However the
timeframe (which should always be included)
can be at the very end. 



If PARKMUN is going to be your first conference, don’t feel any pressure to write
a resolution, but do try to speak with a POI or a speech for/against another

resolution. The sooner you do this the more relaxed you’ll be for the rest of the
conference, and the less intimidating it’ll feel next time! 

Don’t forget that this experience is all about meeting new people too, so don’t be
afraid to start a conversation, you already have one thing in common and that’s

MUN!

Hopefully this guide helps, good luck!

YOUR FIRST
CONFERENCE



GOOD LUCK!


