
 Newpark Newsletter 
 Issue 68 January 2026 



The Principal Word  

On Thursday 8 January 2026, I arrived at the National 

Basketball Arena in Tallaght as the third quarter was 

starting. Late, not uncharacteristically, as something 

ôimportantõ had arisen in school just as I had been due to 

leave. I stood on the southside of the court, opposite the 

stand which was heaving with raucous support. It was 

impressive to see and hear that Newpark outnumbered, 

out coloured, and out sang Clarin College, Galway. It 

was blue and navy that caught all eyes on my side of the 

court.  

The players meanwhile were in their zone, where they 

should be. Their athleticism, their skill, their endeavour, 

their synchronised movement not just a pleasure to 

witness but instructional also. This was a match indeed, 

being played at a level where even the neutrals were 

engaged and excited. The win, when it eventually came, 

was nail-biting, deserved, and emotional. Historic too, 

as while the archive is still to be combed, no one can 

recall the school achieving All-Ireland divisional 

success.  School is a lot of things of course, but it is 

definitely this. Students together in lead and supporting 

roles, the outpouring of shared joy, the celebration of 

achievement borne of talent, dedication and hard work, 

the sense of belonging to a shared purpose, a shared 

place. To extend the school motto, ôaide-toi, la 

communaut® tõaideraõ.  

Congratulations to the Class of 2025 on their 

considerable success and achievement in the Leaving 

Certificate and to the Class of 2028 on their excellent 

Junior Cycle results. Hopefully all students have a 

strong sense that they were justly rewarded for their 

work and effort. I would like to acknowledge and thank 

my teaching colleagues for their contribution to the 

achievements of students. I also acknowledge and thank 

parents and guardians for their role in their childrenõs 

success.   

The PTA continues in its work and dedication to the 

school with the overall aim of supporting the student 

experience in Newpark. Thank you to all who attended 

the PTA AGM in October 2025. I hope it was helpful 

to gain greater insight into the activities and 

achievements of the association. The Christmas Market 

was once again a great success this year both in 

enabling a festive catch up with each other and in 

raising valuable funds for the associationõs work. Please 

keep an eye out for upcoming PTA events. Your 

support is greatly appreciated.  

Our colleague Geraldine Sheedy retired from Newpark 

and from teaching at the start of this academic year. 

Ger was a teacher of English and a long time exponent 

and practitioner of additional education needs teaching. 

Her success emanated from her having the three 

cornerstones of excellence in teaching - the pedagogy, 

the passion and enthusiasm and the ability to relate to 

her students. Ger is a person of enormous integrity, 

sensitivity, erudition, and wit. She did this school a 



great service, both as a teacher and as a colleague and 

we wish her all the best in retirement.  

The school was recently awarded funding by the 

Department of Education under the Climate Action 

Summer Works Scheme for a new science laboratory. 

This will bring the number of science labs in the school 

to six and represents a fantastic development for the 

school. We already have top class science facilities, but 

this means as the school grows in numbers that we can 

maintain our high standards of built environment and 

continue to offer high class science facilities to our 

students. The school looks forward to welcoming 

another 168 students to first year in August 2026. Our 

student numbers are increasing because there is such 

high demand for places in our school. We are in an area 

with high demand for post-primary places, we are a 

comprehensive, co-educational school and we are 

Newpark, with a strong reputation for the student 

experience we provide. Along with the Minister for 

Education seeking for all schools to maximise their 

capacity, the school has an obligation to meet the needs 

of its community, both within its unique remit and 

within the local community, to the best of its ability.  

Oide is the Irish national support service for teachers 

and school leaders, established by the Department of 

Education, aiming to provide high-quality, innovative 

professional learning and resources to improve 

teaching and learning across Ireland. The school is 

closed to students on three days this academic year to 

enable Oide to deliver professional learning to teachers 

and staff. The focusses are child protection training, 

cluster events with teachers from other schools and 

senior cycle redevelopment. The changes to senior 

cycle are being introduced in tranches and include 

redeveloped curriculum and new modes of assessment. 

Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Business and, of course, 

Drama, Film & Theatre Studies are already operating 

from their new specifications with Geography, 

Construction, Engineering and Physical Education due 

to be updated from September 2026. As subjects are 

reviewed, each one will include new assessment 

components that are not a traditional written 

examination. These components could, for example, 

include a research project, oral assessment, 

performance assessment, portfolio assessment, creation 

of an artefact, field study, or an experiment/proof of 

concept/practical investigation. These assessment 

components will be worth at least 40% of the available 

marks and will be externally assessed by the State 

Examinations Commission (SEC). It is intended that 

this change in assessment processes will reduce the 

pressure on students that comes from final assessments 

based primarily on written examinations conducted 

during a concentrated period at the end of sixth year. 

The change in assessment will also mean that students 

are being assessed on different skills and competencies. 

In November the school community experienced a deep 

sadness. The death of Isabel Iordanova Correyero, 

1MKS, is a great shock and a great loss to us. Isabel 

had made many connections and joined in on so much 

in her short time in Newpark. As a community we are 

grieving, but we are steady. We are supporting each 

other, and we will continue to do so. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Iordanka, Miguel, and Constantine 

(Class of 2020), all of Isabelõs wider family and friends 

and indeed, with all families in the school community 

who are experiencing bereavement at this time. Isabel 

is greatly missed, and she will always be remembered. 

While acknowledging, especially with first year 

students, the strangeness of the normality in school, we 

will continue to foster that normality, and its associated 

routines, because we know that this is what best serves 

the young people in our care. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 

hanam.  

By Mr Eoin Norton 

Student artwork by Jairo Manaog (Class of 25) and 

Feidhlim Lennon (6th Year) 



Impressive Individuals  

Leinster Clubs Rugby  

Congratulations to Alan Marnell who was a member of 

the Leinster U18 Clubs squad who secured the 

Interprovincial crown. Despite his young age, Alan 

played a key role in the teamõs success. Although an 

injury brought his journey to an early close, this is 

surely just the beginning of Alanõs Leinster career. 

Most summers up to this point have been a getaway 

from normal life and relaxation. This summer was the 

beginning, hopefully, of many more filled with change 

and continuous work throughout. The 10-week 

programme brought some of the most fun, 

hardworking, and productive memories Iõve had, with a 

touring trip to Wales to face Welsh sides Scarlets and 

Ospreys being at the heart of it for us as a team. To 

then top it off at the end of summer, with the hard work 

showing through in the achievement of an Interpro 

championship win, is something that stands special to 

me and will stay with me for life. 

By Alan Marnell, TY 

Leinster Hockey  

Leinster U18s played in the Inter Provincial 

tournament held in Garryduff, Cork over the duration 

of a weekend. On the Friday, after an early wake-up and 

a long bus ride, we played Connacht and won 2ð0. On 

the Saturday, we had two matches: one in the morning 

against Leinster South, which we won 3ð0, and one in 

the afternoon against Munster, where we came out on 

top 2ð0 after a hard battle. 

On Sunday morning we played Ulster. A draw or a win 

Leinster Metro Rugby  

I started playing with the Leinster Metros last summer. 
The Metros is a development programme designed to 
improve your rugby ability. You move up through the 
ranks if you are good enough. There were three 
different trials to get into the Metros, with loads of 
players from different clubs attending. If you get 
selected, you train and play throughout the summer. 

The first two trials were more focused on passing to see 
how good your hands were, while the last trial was 
more contact-based, with two full-contact matches at 
the end. I was happy with my performance overall and 
was delighted to receive the email saying I had been 
called up to play on the team. 

Weõve played two matches so far. We won the first one, 

but unfortunately lost the second due to a poor attitude 

arriving at the game. We still have a few more matches 

to play in order to win the cup. I have developed a lot 

during my time with the Metros, even though we only 

have one training session a week. Overall, I am 

delighted to have gained this experience and would 

encourage anyone interested in rugby to give it a go. 

By David McAdams, 3rd Year 



would have sealed a gold medal for Leinster, but they 

scored a stroke, beating us 1ð0 and leaving us with the 

silver. Overall, it was a great weekend with lots of good 

hockey. 

By Yana Yoakley, 5th Year 

This year I was selected, along with David Rankin and 

Finn Harty, to take part in the U18s Interpros. The 

three of us from started training in the summer, and in 

the end we were all picked for the final tournament in 

Lisnagarvey. 

We all arrived into Three Rock at around 8 a.m. for the 

bus, and we were there for about three hours before our 

first game against Ulster. The game started well, with 

us opening the scoring, and we finished the match 2ð1 

after a strong performance. The next day we had a 

tough game and lost 3ð1, but we kept our heads high 

and set our sights on our 

third game, another must

-win match against 

Ulster. 

After a proper shift from 

us, we tied the game and 

it went to 1v1s. We all 

knew we had to win, and 

Leinster Football  

I represented Newpark as part of the Leinster Schools 

squad in the SFAI Interprovincial Tournament. I was 

selected after taking part in trials over the course of 

four months and was really excited when I found out I 

had been chosen to represent Leinster. It was a proud 

moment to be selected and to have the chance to play at 

such a high level. 

We played against Ulster, Munster, and Connacht over 

three days in Athlone Stadium. In the lead-up to the 

tournament, we trained regularly in Carlow and played 

friendly matches. This helped everyone to feel more 

confident going into the games. 

Playing at interprovincial level was an amazing 

experience and very enjoyable, as the standard of 

football was very high. The atmosphere at the stadium 

was exciting, and it was great to play against strong 

we pulled it back in the end, taking the match and 

earning a place to play Munster one more time. 

If we won the last game, it would be the first time 

Leinster had won up in Ulster in 10 years, and since the 

U16s had already won their tournament, it would also 

be the first time in 15 years that both Leinster teams 

won. We ended up winning the game 2ð1, and it was 

celebrations all round - making history. 

By Josh Carroll, 5th Year 



International Orienteering  

During the summer, I along with the Irish Orienteering 

team travelled to the Czech Republic to compete in the 

European Youth Orienteering Championships. 

Competitive orienteering is a sport where athletes 

navigate through unfamiliar terrain using only a map 

and compass, racing to visit a series of checkpoints in 

the fastest time. Some of us came from Italy where we 

had been training in the weeks prior to the competition.  

We competed for four days getting some great results 

but getting smashed by the Scandinavians per usual, we 

did beat some British though and to be honest thatõs the 

main goal. We met people from all over Europe many of 

which we knew already from previous international 

competitions. Iõm very grateful to be able to travel to 

beautiful places and compete like this for my country - 

even if no one really knows what it is I do.  

By Fionnuala Rowe, 5th Year 

International Basketball  

Last summer I had the opportunity to represent Ireland 

playing for the u15 basketball team. After a long year of 

training with the U15 academy, I got the unbelievable 

new that I made the team! I was so excited to be part of 

this incredible experience along side some of friends. 

We competed in the Four Nations Tournament in 

Manchester. With two incredible wins over Scotland 

and Wales, and a tough loss to England, we placed 

second. Representing my country in front of everyone 

was such an unbelievable feeling.  It was such and 

incredible and unforgettable experience to be a part of 

and I hope to play with Ireland again in the future.  

By Elle Dodson, 3rd Year 

Over the summer, I had the incredible opportunity to 

represent Ireland in the Four Nations Basketball 

Tournament. Our bus left Tallaght at 4am, which 

didnõt feel great, 

but at least I got 

loads of sleep on 

the ferry. Once 

we got there, we 

were so hyped to 

play England (we 

lost), then we 

played Wales and Scotland, winning those two games. 

It was a great experience wearing the Irish jersey and 

competing. It was a huge honour and something we had 

worked towards for a long time. We ended up winning 

the silver medal, losing only to England. 

We had great weather, along with a nice hotel with air 

conditioning, which was especially nice considering it 

was in Wales (Ireland + more sheep). Overall, it was an 

amazing experience to represent my country and school 

with some great teammates and coaches. 

By Gareth Hopwood, 5th Year 

teams from all over the country. We won all three 

matches and finished the tournament as overall winners. 

I really enjoyed the experience and am grateful for the 

opportunity to represent both Newpark and Leinster. I 

hope to keep improving and hopefully play for Ireland in 

the future. 

By Ellie Barr, 3rd Year 



European Jiu -Jistsu  

Congratulations to 

Leon Hapotii who won 

a silver medal at the 

IBJJF European Jiu-

Jitsu Championships in 

November. Leon has 

an exciting year ahead 

as he will compete in 

two more European 

Championships before 

the end of the school 

year. In addition to his 

success in Jiu-Jitsu, Leon is a member of the Irish MMA 

team and will represent Ireland at the European 

Championships in 2026.  
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When my dad and I go on a 

surf trip, we have so much 

fun and the waves are the 

best. I have been on surf 

trips that last a week, and 

the fun I have is incredible. 

When you stand up, it is 

kind of weird because 

youõre thinking, òwhat 

should I do?ó but it also just 

comes as second nature. 

When I make a good wave, 

I go back to my dad and say, òdid you see it?ó hoping he 

was able to see it. 

Even though my 

c o m p e t i t i o n s 

havenõt gone that 

well this year, I 

a m  s t i l l 

i m p r o v i n g . 

Recently, I did a 

competition in 

Donegal for the 

School Nationals, representing Newpark. It had been 

around five years since I last did a competition because 

of Covid. That day the conditions were difficult, but it 

was good practice. Everyone at the competition was 

really nice, and you get to meet loads of important 

people who help to build the Irish surfing community. 

By Florence Ferguson, 3rd Year 

Planting The Game  

On the 21st of November, I had the opportunity to 

travel to Uganda as part of a group of 30 inter-county 

GAA athletes from across Ireland. The trip involved 

fundraising for the charity Self Help Africa (SHA) and 

provided a valuable insight into the vital work the 

organisation carries out. During our visit, we travelled 

across Uganda, including Kampala, Jinja, and Sipi, with 

the shared goal of supporting the planting of one 

million trees in partnership with SHA. This initiative 

aimed to create a lasting positive impact by supporting 

local communities, benefiting future generations, and 

leaving a meaningful legacy. 

Throughout the trip, we planted fruit trees at family 

homes and along the banks of the River Nile, and we 

visited schools where we connected with children of all 

ages through sport. One of the highlights was visiting 

the first officially recognised GAA club in Africa, where 

we witnessed the powerful role sport and the GAA play 

in positively impacting the lives of young people. The 

smiles and happiness we experienced over the eight-day 

trip are memories I will cherish forever. 

By Ms Niamh Carr 


